
up, if  it isn’t dry already, and 
ranchers have started providing 
supplemental feed and hay,” 
Tomascik said.

Although the spring rains 
allowed many ranchers to make 
one or more cuttings of  hay, 
supplies are still low after last 
year’s devastating drought.

“Cattle performance also 
typically declines in high 
temperatures like those we’ve 
been experiencing this 
summer,” Tomascik said. 
“Their grazing may also be 
reduced because they are trying 
to avoid the sun.”

This summer has set records 
in some areas for the number of  
days without measurable 
precipitation. In June, most of  
the state recorded multiple days 
over 100 degrees, and it was 
one of  the 10 hottest months on 
record for South Texas.

Wildfire activity will continue 
to be a concern this summer 
and heading into the fall.

Gov. Greg Abbott issued a 
disaster declaration for wildfire 
activity in 191 counties. 
Additional counties may be 
added as conditions warrant.

“The state of  Texas 
continues working with local 
officials to respond to critical 
wildfire activity across the entire 
state,” Abbott said. “I issued a 
disaster declaration to surge the 
deployment of  additional 
resources and assistance to 191 
counties currently experiencing 
dangerous wildfire conditions. 
As we continue to respond to 
wildfire conditions across the 
state, Texas is ready to provide 
additional resources and aid to 
impacted communities. I 
commend the bravery and 
service of  the hundreds of  
emergency personnel and 
firefighters who have swiftly 
responded to the wildfires to 
protect their fellow Texans and 
communities. Texans are 
encouraged to remain weather-
aware and heed the guidance of  
state and local officials.”

View the full list of  counties 
in Abbott’s disaster declaration.

For more information about 
summer wildfire prevention, 
visit https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/
summerwildfires.

View the list of  counties 
under a burn ban at https://
t f s w e b . t a m u . e d u /
TexasBurnBans..

A cool and rainy spring 
means that despite above-
average summer temperatures, 
Texas hunters could encounter 
significantly increased dove 
populations as the 2023 season 
opens Sept. 1.

Spring surveys conducted by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) staff  
found an estimated 28.3 million 
mourning doves in Texas, a 44 
percent increase from 2022.  
White-wing dove populations 
have increased 20 percent, tying 
the record high with an 
estimated 11.7 million this year.

(Continued on next page)
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