
rule and are meant to provide 
important financing options 
used by farmers and ranchers to 
cover operating expenses and 
purchase land and equipment.

“USDA recognizes that Farm 
Service Agency’s loan making 
and servicing activities are 
critical for producers, especially 
in tough times. Providing 
borrowers the financial freedom 
to increase profits, save for long-
term needs and make strategic 

investments is the best way to 
ensure the nation’s farmers and 
ranchers can build financial 
equity and resilience,” FSA 
Administrator Zach 
Ducheneaux said in a news 
release. “Implementing these 
improvements to our Farm Loan 
Programs is the next step in our 
ongoing commitment to 
removing lending barriers that 
may prevent access to credit for 
borrowers, especially those who 

the best it can be.”
The nominees will be 

evaluated by the hall of  fame 
committee, which is made up of  
anglers, industry professionals, 
fisheries biologists and 
organizations involved in Texas 
freshwater fishing. The 
committee will choose the 
inductee based on the following 
criteria: ethics, leadership and 
commitment, unselfish 
contributions to the sport, scope 
of  impact on freshwater fishing, 
fishing/fisheries management 
expertise and overall impact. 
The honoree will be announced 
in spring 2025 and be officially 
inducted during a special 
ceremony and banquet in the 
fall.

“We are excited to review 
all of  this year’s nominations 
and welcome the newest 
inductee into this prestigious 
group of  individuals and 
organizations who have 
contributed so much to the 
world-class fishing that Texas 
offers,” Jordon added.

“Pond Boss” Bob Lusk of  
Granbury – the 2024 inductee – 
will officially be inducted at the 
annual Hall of  Fame banquet 
this October at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center 
(TFFC). Lusk helped build the 
private fisheries management 
industry in Texas and 
throughout the United States 
and is widely considered the top 
pond management expert in the 
country. He generously shares 
his knowledge and advice 
through the Pond Boss website, 
magazine, Facebook page and 
online forum.

Following his induction, a 
video highlighting Lusk will be 
available at TPWD’s YouTube 
Channel on the Texas 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of  
Fame playlist. The video will 
also air on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife PBS television show.

The Texas Freshwater Fishing 
Hall of  Fame is housed at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center (TFFC) in Athens. Its 
mission is to “recognize and 
honor those who have made a 
lasting contribution to 
freshwater fishing in Texas, and 
to foster a sense of  appreciation, 
awareness and participation in 
the sport of  fishing.”The TFFC 
is temporarily closed for major 
renovations until the spring of  
2025. This closure also 
necessitated the temporary 
closure of  the hall of  fame 
exhibit.

Nomination forms and 
instructions are available online 
or by calling (903) 676-2277.

By Shelby Shank
TFB Field Editor

The U.S. Department of  
Agriculture (USDA) announced 
updates to the Farm Service 
Agency’s (FSA) Farm Loan 
Programs in a move aimed at 
improving farm profitability for 
new and beginning farmers and 
ranchers.

The modifications are part of  
the Enhancing Program Access 
and Delivery for Farm Loans 

need it most.”
Policy changes include 

establishing a new low-interest 
installment set-aside program for 
financially distressed borrowers.

Distressed and delinquent 
borrowers can defer up to one 
annual loan installment at a 
reduced interest rate to ease 
financial stress.

Under the Distressed 
Borrower Set-Aside program, 
farmers and ranchers can 

benefit from low-interest 
installments without having had 
to suffer a natural disaster. The 
program is designed to alleviate 
financial stress for farms or 
ranches at risk of  bankruptcy, 
liquidation or foreclosure.

FSA is also lowering the 
collateral requirement for 
guaranteed loans, allowing 
borrowers to leverage more of  
their equity.
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