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Texas Best

kind of  ice cream you had to 
turn and churn until it got hard 
enough to serve. Did you turn 
the crank or were you the one 
sitting on the ice cream bucket? 
Did you get to lick the paddles? 
What was your favorite flavor? I 
remember at one church dinner 
each family was encouraged to 
bring a freezer of  homemade ice 
cream to the meal and the diners 
chose the best ice cream. You 
know how hard it is to pick a 
winner from all those presented? 
After eating four of  five bowls of  
frozen goodness, they start losing 
some of  their appeal. Too much 
of  a good thing won’t kill you, 
but it sure can make you sick.              
A very good friend of  mine told 
me a story about making 
homemade ice cream and how 
his daughter disposed of  the 
cooler of  salty frozen slush. He 
wondered why a strange 
elongated section of  his beautiful 
green front yard had slowly 
turned yellow.  That is it exactly. 
It seems his daughter had poured 
the cold salty water onto his 
beautiful yard. This fact was not 
made known to him by his 
daughter until many many years 
later. Be careful where you dump 
your used salted ice!                          
I ask you to be careful with 
fireworks and do not over eat the 
homemade ice cream. Keep 
praying for rain. Always 
remember the freedom bestowed 
upon us by our forefathers when 
they drafted and signed the 
constitution.

Be Well, Gary K

5. That the hearing 
information is as follows:

DATE: August 8, 2024
TIME:     9:00 a.m.

LOCATION: Coke County 
Commissioner’s Courtroom, #3

13 E 7th Street
Robert Lee, TX 76945

6. That each person who has 
an interest in the creation of  the 
district may attend the hearing 
and present grounds either for or 
against the creation of  the 
district.

Given under my hand and seal 
of  said court at the office in 
Robert Lee, Texas, this 1st day 
of  July, 2024.

Jennifer Burdett,
District & County Clerk

Coke County, Texas
01-2tc

(Continued from page 2)
The grasslands of  West 

Texas—as they were, as they are, 
as they can be again—are part 
of  that. It is too deep into this 
essay to explore just *why* the 
grasslands strike my heart and 
my soul in profound ways that 
are inherent to my very being, 
but they do. “West of  98” exists 
because of  those wide-open 
plains covered by a sea of  grass.

I leave you with a quote from 
the legendary historian Walter 
Prescott Webb, author of  “The 
Great Plains,” the book that 
spawned that very “West of  98” 
moniker that adorns this 
newsletter. Webb was giving his 
presidential address to the 
annual meeting of  the American 
Historical Association on 
December 29, 1958, when he 
described the importance of  that 
book’s topic:

In the Great Plains I had 

chosen an environment simple 
in structure whose force was so 
compelling as to influence 
profoundly whatever touched it.
Without a doubt, the grasslands 
and the plains have profoundly 
influenced me just as Webb 
described. May the work of  
West of  98 do justice to that 
powerful place.

James Decker is the Mayor of  
Stamford, Texas and the creator 
of  the West of  98 website and 
the Rural Church and State and 
West of  98 podcasts. Contact 
James and subscribe to these 
essays at westof98.substack.com 
and subscribe to him wherever 
podcasts are found. 

Since this is the week we 
celebrate the Fourth of  July, it 
begs the question, did you ever 
have an ‘accident’ playing with 
fireworks? Yeah, I dodged that 
bullet more than once. As a 
youth I played with firecrackers 
and tested the limits of  
common sense. Did you ever 
think that fuse isn’t that short, I 
can light it and throw it before I 
lose a digit? Did that work out 
well for you?                                          
Since you survived the 
fireworks, what was your 
favorite picnic food to eat 
during the Fourth? I always 
associated watermelon as the go 
to dessert after dining on grilled 
burgers and mom’s special 
baked beans. If  things were 
really going well, we kids would 
get homemade ice cream...the 

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF COKE
TO ALL PERSONS 

INTERESTED
Pursuant to section 775.015 of  

the Health and Safety Code, this 
public notice is given to advise 
of  the following:

1. The Coke County 
Commissioners Court has 
received a petition to create an 
emergency services district to 
provide emergency services in 
Coke County.

2. The district to be created 
will operate under Article III, 
Section 48-e, of  the Texas 
Constitution, as proposed by 
S.J.R. No. 27, Acts of  the 70th 
Legislature, Regular Session, 
1987, and adopted by the voters 
at an election held November 3, 
1987.

3. The proposed name of  the 
district will be Coke County 
Emergency Services District No. 
1.

4. The proposed district’s 
boundaries include all of  Coke 
County. The boundaries are 
more particularly described in 
Exhibit “A” and the map 
attached as Exhibit “B”which 
can be accessed at https://
w w w. c o . c o k e . t x . u s / p a g e /
coke.Public.Notices or by calling 
325-453-2641.
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BUY IT!  SELL IT!  FIND IT!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

50¢ Per Word
$7.50 Minimum

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

Rates when paid in advance.

Legal Notices:
50¢ Per Word

A service charge will be 
added to all ads which 

must be billed.


