discussed and the next meeting
will be June 27, 2023, at 9:30
am. The public is invited and
encouraged to attend.

A'look at the calendar reveals
another busy month around the
facility. Sunday afternoon
services, led by area churches,
continue at 3:30 pm in the
dining room, with the exception
of Tather’s Day this month,
when the residents will enjoy a
movie and popcorn. Singalong
Monday
afternoons, and the monthly
birthday party will be on June
13 at 3:30 pm. It will be
sponsored by the Robert Lee

continues on

Death, Life, and

Decoration Day
By James M. Decker
We don’t like to talk about
death in our society.

There are legitimate reasons
why humans shy away from
Death
recalls grief we feel for loved

confronting death.

ones. Death is an inevitability
from which there is no return or
do-over (at least here on Earth).
To people,
included, death is a foreboding

some myself
concept to master with a feeble
human mind. That death is a
difficult topic makes it no less
present in life. When we avoid
confronting the idea of death,
we devalue it. In doing so, we
lessen the value of life itself.

Baptist Church. The residents
celebrating a June birthday are
Jeannea Hill, Dolores Seal, Irene
Lozano, JoAnn Notgrass, and
Augustine Cisneros.  Happy
birthday to all! There will be a
Father’s Day Party on June 16 at
3:30 pm and Wyatt Bosworth
will be entertaining. Joe Weiver
is coming to entertain at the
facility on June 23 and at 3 pm
on June 27 is the Resident
Council Meeting. Jim Gross will
be singing on June 30 at 3:30
pm, and suddenly June is gone
and summer has begun. Happy
Father’s Day to all the fathers
out there!

Life has such meaning, power,
and value BECAUSE of death
that comes at the end, not in
spite of it.

This illustrated
particularly well by farmer,
butcher, and podcaster Kate
Kavanaugh on her Mind, Body,
and Soil Podcast, which is one
of the best things you can find in
neighborhood  podcast
In a recent speech at a
regenerative agriculture
conference in Fredericksburg,
Texas (which was replayed on
her podcast), Kate said
something poignant:

“Death is something that has
been taken from us. It has been
hidden tucked away
between the four walls of
hospice and hospitals...we also
no longer hunt for our food. We
no longer have the opportunities
to bear witness to this incredibly
important part of the cycle of
Iife and it is that.. life into death
into decay and into rebirth.”

It has not always been this
way. Frankly, we are worse off
as a people as a result. As Kate
describes, the opportunity and
necessity to hunt for food (or

was

your
store.

and

raise it in its entirety) is a deeply
powerful and sacred thing. It
comes with great responsibility
for the consequences of that
decision and to use well the
products of the hunt. There is
an Appalachian tradition that I
have written about before. They
call it “Decoration Day.” It is
just as it implies, a day in which
living family members decorate
the graves of their deceased
loved ones. Far from a silent
remembrance, Decoration Day
is a family in a
cemetery. Family members from
near and far gather to venerate
the buried dead and celebrate
the living descendants and their
family  folkways. These
remembrances  still  occur,
though they are less common
than they once were. That is a
function of old-timey traditions
fading with the aging of a
population, but I also suspect
that it coincides with our societal
attempts to disconnect life from
death and shuffle death off
behind closed doors and out of
family celebration.

That brings me to Memorial
Day. This remembrance has
several roots, including the
Decoration Day tradition. As
many know, Memorial Day itself
was originally called Decoration
Day and only formally assumed
the current moniker in 1967.
Memorial Day honors those
who gave their lives in service to
our country. It is no easy task to
contemplate such a death in a
manner that truly honors the
sacrifice. These are not abstract

reunion

characters in a war movie.
These are real humans who had
hopes and dreams that were
given up in lieu of a final
sacrifice for fellow man. FEach
had family and friends who

never saw them again. Many

Please Pray for our Communities,
Our County, Qur State and Our Country

And Don’t Forget fo Pray for Rain!
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had spouses who were suddenly
widowed and children who were
without a parent. It is no small
task to give your life in defense
of freedom, in a war that you
did not start and over which you
have no control.

We can truly honor that
sacrifice by considering the
depth, meaning, and

inevitability of death and its role
within life.  When we avoid
talking about or facing death,
and as we tuck it away out of
sight, then we diminish the
sacrifices which we honor on
Memorial Day.

Sanitizing and avoiding the
idea of death does not make life
happier.  Actually, it does the
opposite. By reckoning with
death as a part of the life cycle,
we can better appreciate the
fullness and importance of a life
well lived. We appreciate our
own life, the lives of other
humans, and the lives of all in
Creation. Thus, by truly valuing
life, we are also better able to
appreciate the sacrifice of those
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who gave up their own life in
service. That is the best way to
ensure that these lives were not
given in vain.

James Decker is the Mayor of
Stamford, lexas and the creator
of the West of 98 website and
podcast. Contact James
subscribe to these essays at
westof98.substack.com and

and

subscribe to West of 98 wherever
podcasts are found.

ASU announces

spring graduates

Angelo State University in San
Angelo, Texas, conferred 830
undergraduate and graduate
degrees on 825 graduates during
the 2023 spring commencement
exercises on May 12-13 at the
ASU  Junell Center/Stephens
Arena.

A full list of the graduates is
available on the ASU website at
angelo.edu/commencement.

Local graduate was Riley Bigler
of Bronte with a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing in Nursing
Generic Option.

Too wet for some Texas farmers to plant cotton

By Emmy Powell

TFB Communications Specialist
Farmers in the Texas South
Plains have a different challenge
this year—too much rain. After
years of devastating drought,
rain started falling in May,
leading to flooded fields and to
one of the wettest Mays on

& CONCHO VALLEY
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Bronte Volunteer Fire Dept
Wednesday June 14th, 2023
10am-11:30am

Talk to us about our weatherization, RENTAL, utility and
mortgage assistance.

Call us at (325) 653-2411 or visit cvcaa.org for more information

Robert Lee Food Pantry
Wednesday June 14th, 2023

record for the area.

Farmers reported between three
and 15 inches of rain.

That
their ability to plant cotton,

significantly impacted
leaving some to not plant at all
and others to plant when and as
they could.

(Continued on next page)
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your needs matfer!

Yes, right here! We are here to assist you
with your financial assets and show you
how our banking services can work for you.
Come by and talk to us about saving.
Certificates of Deposit, loans, and much
more. You’ll be glad you did!

For your future, we’re your bank!

Robert Lee
State Bank

621 Austin Street
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453-2545

Robert Lee, Texas

MEMBER
FDIC

IT’S OUR PLEASURE TO
SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY!




