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several occasions, I would be at 
his house, having coffee, when a 
complete stranger would knock 
on the door, carrying an armload 
of  books he hoped to have 
autographed. Elmer would invite 
him in, pour him a cup of  coffee 
and start signing. For all the 
awards and recognition he 
received, I don’t think he ever 
fully realized the remarkable 
impact his writing had on 
people.”

Among Cochran’s prized 
possessions is a first printing of  
Kelton’s 2004 novel, Texas 
Vendetta, which is dedicated to 
“Felton Cochran, Bookseller 
Extraordinaire.”Of  course, it’s 
not for sale.

It wasn’t until Kelton’s passing 
in 2009 that his old friend finally 
put his bygone journalism studies 
to use. When TCU Press 
published a book of  reflections 
on the fabled author, it included 
My Friend, Elmer Kelton, a 
moving essay written by 
Cochran.

Among the steady stream of  
ardent collectors of  Kelton first 
editions to visit the Cactus Book 
Shop have been Baseball Hall of  
Fame pitcher Nolan Ryan and 
movie legend Robert Duvall.

They, like so many others 
before and since, left as satisfied 
customers.

bids for a period of  60 days 
without taking action, and accept 
the bid to be the best and most 
advantageous to Coke County. 
Coke County reserves the right 
to accept multiple bids if  it is in 
the best interest of  the County.

Competitive formal bids will 
be received for: Commercial 
Base material based on a FOB 
price per yard, and/or 
Commercial Base delivered to 
two locations: 1. Ten miles west 
of  Robert Lee, TX, on Hwy 158. 
2. County precinct yard, Robert 
Lee, TX.

to 
be furnished under this proposal 
shall be the type specified. All 
specifications shown are 
minimum

 There 
is no intention to disqualify any 
bidder who can meet the 
specifications.

No bid may be altered or 
amended after the bid date, 
although any bid may be
withdrawn and resubmitted 
before that date. Any bids 
received after the bid date and 
time specified in the bid packet 
will be returned unopened.

No changes or alterations will 
be allowed to the bidder’s 
instructions and
specifications unless specifically 
changed by an addendum.

For more information or to 
submit bids, contact Coke 

County Commissioner Donald 
Robertson at the email address 
or phone number listed above.  
Prospective bidders may also 
download the entire bidding 
document titled Invitation to 
Bid for Commercial Base from 
the Public Notices section of  the 
Coke County website at http://
www.co.coke.tx.us.

51-2tc

(Continued from previous page)
A longtime friendship with 

another celebrated author has 
kept Cochran’s cash register 
humming. The late Elmer 
Kelton, recognized by many as 
the premier Western fiction 
writer of  all time, also called San 
Angelo home, and Cochran 
made sure he stocked the most 
complete collection of  the seven-
time Spur Award winner’s works. 
In-store book signing became a 
routine event each time a new 
Kelton Western was published.

“I remember that for the first 
one we did, I optimistically 
ordered 100 copies from his 
publisher,” Cochran says. “We 
sold out in less than an hour 
and took orders for 200 more.

“Not only was Elmer a 
wonderful writer, but he was the 
kindest, most down-to-earth 
man I’ve ever known. On 

Date: June 13, 2024
Dear Bidder:
Coke County invites you to 

submit a bid for Commercial 
Base.

Coke County will receive 
Sealed Bids addressed to the 
County Judge’s Office 13 East 
7th St, Robert Lee, TX 76945 
by July 5, 2024. No Late Bids 
will be accepted. The Bids will 
be publicly opened and read 
aloud at the regularly scheduled 
Coke County Commissioners 
Court meeting, to be held on 
July 8, 2024, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. at the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom, County 
Courthouse, Robert Lee, Texas.  
All Bidders are invited to attend 
the opening.

Questions concerning this Bid 
Packet may be directed via e-
mail, or phone, to:

Coke County reserves the 
right to refuse and reject any or 
all bids, waive any or all 
formalities or technicalities, hold 
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BUY IT!  SELL IT!  FIND IT!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

50¢ Per Word
$7.50 Minimum

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

Rates when paid in advance.

Legal Notices:
50¢ Per Word

A service charge will be 
added to all ads which 

must be billed.

NOTICES


