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human instinct for tribe 
manifests itself  in “saving” 
abstract political ideals. And far 
too often, there are political 
demagogues of  all stripes who 
are eager to use that human 
instinct for their own gain. Vote 
for me, I’ll save you!

Today, I do not have a grand 
solution to this problem. But if  
you have never read “Tribe,” I 
encourage you to do so. It will 
help orient your mind around the 
problem of  humans finding and 
lacking purpose in life.

Humans need purpose. Our 
brains will find purpose 
somewhere, whether healthy or 
unhealthy. If  we channel that 
human instinct once again into 
the improvement of  place, then 
we will restore the strength and 
shared spirit in those places that 
we call “community.”

James Decker is the Mayor of  
Stamford, Texas and the creator 
of  the West of  98 website and 
podcast. Contact James and 
subscribe to these essays at 
westof98.substack.com and 
subscribe to West of  98 wherever 
podcasts are found.

13 East 7th Street
Robert Lee, Texas 76945

By:  Cindy Sawyer, Deputy
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(Continued from page 4)
Chicken Parmesan, green beans, 
corn, bread, peaches, milk

Cereal, cinnamon toast, fruit, 
juice, milk

Kolache, fruit, juice, milk

Breakfast pizza, fruit, juice, 
milk

Biscuit, sausage, fruit, juice, 
milk

Ultimate breakfast round or 
blueberry bread, fruit, juice, milk

Chicken Alfredo, steamed 
broccoli, breadstick, milk

Stacked enchiladas, refried 
beans, Spanish rice, salad, milk

Chicken strips, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, green beans, roll, 
milk

Nacho Supreme, ground beef, 
cheese, sauce, pinto beans, 
Spanish rice, lettuce, tomato, 
milk

Burger bar, choose your own 
toppings, smiley fries, ranch style 
beans, milk

By James M. Decker
What makes us tick as 

humans?
It’s a rather existential question 

that has dogged any number of  
thinkers for centuries. I am no 
philosopher (I certainly don’t 
have a philosophy degree from 
NYU like Dalton in “Road 
House”) but this question is 
deeply important to the concept 
of  community and how to renew 
and grow the connection 
between people and community.

A few years ago, I was 
recommended the book “Tribe: 
On Homecoming and 
Belonging” by Sebastian Junger. 
Like 74.3% of  my book 

recommendations, it came from 
the book discussions on Ed 
Roberson’s Mountain and 
Prairie podcast. It is a short but 
powerful book. Journalist 
Sebastian Junger (who also 
penned “The Perfect Storm”) 
examines the human instinct to 
seek belonging and purpose in 
life. It is the shared human 
connection that draws people 
together. Junger explores this 
shared connection—“tribe”—
through indigenous cultures, 
combat veterans in war, and 
more. He also explores the 
downside of  life when humans 
lack positive tribal connections.

A while back, I observed that 
the first negative reference in 
the Bible was that it was not 
good for man to be alone. 
Junger’s observations are an 
expansion of  that very idea. 
Humans need connection with 
other humans. It creates a sense 
of  belonging, meaning, and 
purpose. It creates a feeling that 
we have something worth 
fighting for. It is a life and a 
spirit of  community worth 
saving and preserving.

In “The Need to Be Whole,” 
Wendell Berry observes that as 
our society has become more 
mobile and less oriented to 
place, it has become more 
fractious. An agrarian society is 
typically oriented around place. 
People generate their living 
from their individual place and 
buy and sell goods and services 
within local markets. People feel 
a connection to the people and 
place, which we call 
“community.”  When those 
communities struggle, decline, 
and collapse, the people move 
on, often looking for a new 
spirit of  community. But in a 
society that has largely de-
emphasized the meaning and 
spirit of  place, people often 
struggle to find that connection 
in a new place or in the current 
place that has less positive 
meaning. Berry points out that 
much fractious political 
discourse comes from this very 
problem—if  people struggle to 
find meaning in place or 
community, they will find a red 
or a blue jersey on which to 
orient things. Instead of  fighting 
to save or improve a place, the 

for Road Hand for Precinct 1 
& 3. CDL is required. 
Applications can be picked up at 
Coke County Judge’s Office in 
the Courthouse. Applications 
accepted until the position is 
filled. Coke County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
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To all persons interested in 
the Estate of  JAMES 
RICHARD BRUNSON:

On 4/12/2023, BRYAN 
BRUNSON filed an 
APPLICATION FOR 
I N D E P E N D E N T  
ADMINISTRATION OF 
INTESTATE ESTATE BY 
AGREEMENT AND FOR 
LETTERS OF 
I N D E P E N D E N T  
ADMINISTRATION AND AN 
APPLICATION TO 
DECLARE HEIRSHIP in 
Cause No. PR2300084 in the 
COUNTY COURT of  Coke 
County, Texas.

Said APPLICATION FOR 
I N D E P E N D E N T  
ADMINISTRATION OF 
INTESTATE ESTATE BY 
AGREEMENT AND FOR 
LETTERS OF 
I N D E P E N D E N T  
ADMINISTRATION AND AN 
APPLICATION TO 
DECLARE HEIRSHIP will be 
heard and acted upon by said 
court after 10 o’clock a.m. on 
the first Monday next after the 
expiration on ten days from the 
date of  publication of  this 
citation.

All persons interested in said 
estate are hereby cited to appear 
before said court by filing a 
written answer contesting said 
should they desire to do so.

Given under my hand and 
seal of  office in Coke County, 
Texas, this 12th day of  April, 
2023.

JENNIFER BURDETT, Clerk
COUNTY COURT

Coke County Courthouse
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BUY IT!  SELL IT!  FIND IT!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

50¢ Per Word
$7.50 Minimum

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

Rates when paid in advance.

Legal Notices:
50¢ Per Word

A service charge will be 
added to all ads which 

must be billed.
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