
The U.S. Department of  
Agriculture (USDA) is also 
tracking the spread of  HPAI 
in wild and domestic birds.

In Texas, the virus has been 
confirmed in at least 200 wild 
birds, including teal, owls, 
gadwall and bald eagles.

HPAI was found in a 
commercial pheasant flock in 
Erath County in North Texas 
in April 2022. Officials believe 
the flock was infected by a 
wild bird.

There have also been cases 
of  HPAI in household flocks 
in Hale, Lampasas, Denton, 
Rockwall and Dallas counties.

To protect domestic poultry, 
like chickens and turkeys, 
raisers are encouraged to 
increase biosecurity to prevent 
the spread of  HPAI.

Tips include keeping visitors 
to a minimum, washing hands 
before and after coming into 
contact with poultry and wild 
birds, changing clothes before 
entering and leaving poultry 
houses, cleaning and 
disinfecting tools and other 
equipment and providing 
disposable boot covers for 
those coming into contact with 
poultry.

Symptoms of  HPAI for 
domestic poultry include: 
coughing, sneezing, nasal 
discharge, and other signs of  
respiratory distress; lack of  
energy and appetite; 
decreased water consumption; 
decreased egg production 
and/or soft-shelled, misshapen 
eggs; incoordination; and 
diarrhea.

Avian influenza can also 
cause sudden death in birds 
even if  they are not showing 
other symptoms.

The Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC) urges 
poultry raisers who observe 
these symptoms to contact 
their veterinarian immediately.

Raisers without a 
veterinarian may contact 
TAHC at 1-800-550-8242.

The Texas Department of  
Transportation is planning for 
the future, and public input is 
crucial as the agency looks to 
meet the transportation needs 
of  tomorrow. TxDOT is 
hosting a statewide virtual 
public meeting with in-person 
open houses this spring for 
Connecting Texas 2050, the 
latest update to TxDOT’s 
statewide long-range 
transportation plan.

With unprecedented 
population growth, increasing 
demands on our 
transportation system, and 
technological innovations 
reimagining how we move, 
TxDOT wants to hear from 
the traveling public as the 
agency looks toward 2050.

No matter where you work, 
live or how you get around, 
this plan impacts everyone in 
Texas. That’s why TxDOT 
wants to hear from all Texans 
to help establish the vision, 
objectives, performance 
measures and strategic 
recommendations for the 

herds of  their own, or receive 
part of  their pay in calves. 
The strike mustered some 300 
cowboys at its peak strength, 
but after 2 1/2 months the 
work stoppage was so 

weakened that the May 
roundup occurred without 
incident. The last press 
mention of  the strike was in the 
Dodge City Times for May 10, 
1883.

range ranching wiped out the 
previous open-range industry, 
some of  the cowboys’ 
traditional perks were denied 
them. No longer could they 
brand mavericks, keep small 

state’s transportation system 
through 2050 for all modes.

During the statewide virtual 
public meeting and regional 
in-person open houses, 
TxDOT will explain the 
process of  the statewide long-
range transportation plan. 
Participants will also have the 
opportunity to share their 
vision and provide input on 
transportation goals and needs 
to help TxDOT plan for 2050.

The statewide virtual public 
meeting will be available 
online through May 31, 2023. 
TxDOT will also host in-
person open houses in various 
locations. For a full schedule, 
visit TxDOT online. The same 
information will be available at 
the virtual public meeting and 
in-person open houses.

Comments can be submitted 
online, by e-mail to 
ConnectingTexas2050@txdot.
gov, or by mail to: TxDOT 
TPP Connecting Texas 2050, 
Statewide Planning Branch 
Manager, P.O. Box 149217, 
Austin, Texas, 78714-9217. 
Comments can also be 
submitted via comment forms 
provided at the in-person open 
houses. Comments must be 
postmarked or received by 
Wednesday, May 31, 2023, to 
be included in the public 
involvement summary.

The virtual public meeting 
and in-person open houses will 
be conducted in English, with 
Spanish materials available 
online and in-person. If  you 
need special accommodations, 
please call 512-271-2025 at 
least three working days prior 
to the in-person open house 
you wish to attend.

On this day in 1883, many 
Texas cowboys went on strike 
against their bosses, absentee 
ranchers. The cowboys’ 
grievances, however, were 
against developments that 
proved permanent. As closed-
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