
Once on the bridge traversing 
the pond, we look out over 
turquoise water shimmering like 
a dark mirror in the afternoon 
sun. Giant cutgrass clusters 
around the bridge. In the center 
of  the pond, we see the remains 
of  abandoned railroad trestles 
from when trains transported 
East Texas lumber to far points 
in the state.

“I don’t see any alligators,” 
my son says. Unfortunately, 
neither do I.

“You should probably go 
around 3 or 4 in the afternoon,” 
my friend Laura advises. She 
has heard my story about 
looking for the preserve’s reptile 
residents, and she has 
responded in typical Texas 
Master Naturalist fashion. She 
has looked things up on the 
iNaturalist website.

“According to iNat,” she 
continues, “most of  the alligator 
sightings in the preserve have 
been mid-afternoon. Maybe 
you’ll have more luck then.”

Alligators are native to this 
part of  the state, but I haven’t 
seen one in the wild yet in the 
10 years I’ve lived in North 
Texas. We plan another visit to 
the preserve, hoping we will 

finally glimpse the elusive 
crocodilian.

“Oh, no!” my son exclaims. 
“Not the alligators again!”  With 
the steady increase of  summer 
heat indices in East Texas, his 
enthusiasm for alligator hunting 
has definitely cooled.

We crunch over the gravel of  
the city-owned and -managed 
park’s Rawhide Trail, under the 
welcome shade of  thorny locust, 
willow oak and sugar hackberry 
trees, our faces shiny from the 
late June heat.

As we approach Beaver Pond, 
I hear the low, resonant bugle of  
a bullfrog and the cry of  a hawk 
overhead. Summer blooms of  
climbing prairie roses and 
meadow pinks cluster alongside 
the path. Ahead of  us, half  a 
dozen monarchs the size of  my 
palm scatter in a swirl of  
tangerine.

Leaning over the railing of  the 
now-familiar bridge, we scan the 
tranquil, algae-laden water for 
any signs of  an enormous reptile. 
A tiny green anole darts away 
from us on the splintered wood. 
We watch a great blue heron lift 
off  in flight above our heads.

“No,” I say. “Not the 
alligators.”
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Texas saw a record-setting 

year in 2023 for weather and 
climate disasters in the nation.

A recent report from the 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) shows Texas led the 
nation with the most billion-
dollar weather and climate 
disasters last year.

The report shows a total of  
28 disasters hit the nation in 
2023, 16 of  which hit Texas.

The Lone Star State is seeing 
more than $20 billion in shared 
losses.

Among the 16 disasters that 
hit the state, the drought caused 
the most damage.

“Record heat waves, drought, 
wildfires and floods are a 
sobering reminder of  the 
consequences of  the long-term 
warming trend we’re seeing 
across our country,” Deke 
Arndt, NOAA’s director of  the 
National Centers for 
Environmental Information, 
said.

Texas farmers and ranchers 
were forced to make changes 
because of  drought and 
extreme heat, and more than 
200 Texas counties were under 

burn bans during the dry and 
hot summer.

Additional severe events 
included hail, high winds and a 
record-breaking summer heat 
resulted in billions of  dollars in 
combined losses.

“For millions of  Americans 
impacted by a seemingly endless 
onslaught of  weather and 
climate disasters, 2023 has hit a 
new record for many extremes,” 
NOAA Chief  Scientist Sarah 
Kapnick said.

Hailstorms in May and June 
resulted in billions in losses to 
Texas. The storm in May 
affected 62,000 Texans and 
brought $1.6 billion in losses.

High winds in late June 
caused damage across the state, 
and devastating tornados hit 
Matador and Perryton.

National severe weather 
events that also affected Texas in 
2023 caused $47.2 billion in 
losses.

Along with four other states, 
Texas had the warmest year on 
record in 2023. June 20 set the 
heat record for Del Rio and Rio 
Grande at 113 degrees and San 
Angelo at 114 degrees.

Along with the highest 
number of  billion-dollar 
disasters experienced, the report 
noted Texas also leads the U.S. 
in total cumulative costs, almost 
$402 billion, from billion-dollar 
disasters since 1980.


